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Dr. Joe Taylor K1JT

Astronaut Chris Hadfield VA3OOG



21



22



23



24

Sputnik 1 was the first artificial Earth satellite. It was launched into an 

elliptical low Earth orbit by the USSR on 4 October 1957 as part of 

the Soviet space program. It orbited for three weeks before its batteries 

died and then orbited silently for two months before it fell back into the 

atmosphere on 4 January 1958. 

OSCAR I (aka OSCAR 1) is the first amateur radio satellite launched by 

Project OSCAR into low Earth orbit. OSCAR I was launched December 

12, 1961, by a Thor-DM21 Agena B launcher from Vandenberg Air 

Force Base, Lompoc, California. The satellite, a rectangular box (30 x 

25 x 12 cm) weighing 10 kg., was launched as a secondary payload 

(ballast) for Corona 9029, also known as Discoverer 36, the eighth and 

final launch of a KH-3 satellite.

More than 150 Amateur satellites have been launched since then.
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An estimated 25 million meteoroids, micrometeoroids and other space 

debris enter Earth's atmosphere each day, which results in an estimated 

15,000 tonnes of that material entering the atmosphere each year.
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Project Diana Feb 1946.  First Amateur RX of moonbounce in 1953.  First 

Amateur QSO 1960.



27



28

For most amateur radio operators, it is the thrill of a lifetime to 
receive a "CQ", or general call, from an astronaut in space. But for 
some, like former astronaut Dr. Owen K. Garriott, call sign W5LFL, the 
thrill comes from receiving a response from "hams" down on Earth.

Garriott, who has been an amateur radio operator for over 40 years, 
was the first astronaut to take a ham radio into space, pioneering the 
way for an increasingly well developed amateur radio space 
program.

"It was my good fortune to take the first amateur radio into space on 
STS-9 in November 1983," Garriott said. "In my spare time only, I 
managed to hold up an antenna to the window and to talk to 
amateurs on Earth." 
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Father Moran, Nepal
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