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• Radio communications regulated at international level by 

the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).

• Created by merger of International Telegraph Union 

(1865) and International Radiotelegraph Union (1906) in 

1932.

• Became specialized agency of United Nations 1947.

• All sovereign nations have right to be represented and 

have opinion considered when new regulations or 

changes proposed.

Radio Regulations - International

Al Penney

VO1NO

By 1865 it was agreed that a comprehensive agreement was needed in 

order to replace all previous telegraph agreements and create a 

framework to standardize telegraphy equipment, set uniform operating 

instructions, and lay down common international tariff and accounting 

rules.  Between 1 March and 17 May 1865, the French Government 

hosted delegations from 20 European states at the first International 

Telegraph Conference in Paris. This meeting culminated in the 

International Telegraph Convention which was signed on 17 May 1865.

As a result of the 1865 Conference, the International Telegraph Union, 

the predecessor to the modern ITU, was founded as the first 

international standards organization. The Union was tasked with 

implementing basic principles for international telegraphy. This included: 

the use of the Morse code as the international telegraph alphabet, the 

protection of the secrecy of correspondence, and the right of everybody 

to use the international telegraphy.

Another predecessor to the modern ITU, the International 

Radiotelegraph Union, was established in 1906 at the first International 

Radiotelegraph Convention in Berlin. The conference was attended by 

representatives of 29 nations and culminated in the International 

Radiotelegraph Convention.  An annex to the convention eventually 



became known as radio regulations.  At the conference it was also decided 

that the Bureau of the International Telegraph Union would also act as the 

conference's central administrator.

Between 3 September and 10 December 1932, a joint conference of the 

International Telegraph Union and the International Radiotelegraph Union 

convened in order to merge the two organizations into a single entity, the 

International Telecommunication Union.  The Conference decided that the 

Telegraph Convention of 1875 and the Radiotelegraph Convention of 1927 

were to be combined into a single convention, the International 

Telecommunication Convention, embracing the three fields of telegraphy, 

telephony and radio.

On 15 November 1947, an agreement between ITU and the newly 

created United Nations recognized the ITU as the specialized agency for 

global telecommunications.  This agreement entered into force on 1 January 

1949, officially making the ITU an organ of the United Nations
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International Telecommunications 

Union

• The ITU: 

– coordinates the shared global use of the radio 

spectrum; 

– promotes international cooperation in assigning 

satellite orbits: 

– works to improve telecommunication 

infrastructure in the developing world; and 

– assists in the development and coordination of 

worldwide technical standards.
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The International Telecommunication Union, originally 

the International Telegraph Union, is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations that is responsible for issues that concern information 

and communication technologies. It is the oldest global international 

organization.

The ITU coordinates the shared global use of the radio spectrum, 

promotes international cooperation in assigning satellite orbits, works to 

improve telecommunication infrastructure in the developing world, and 

assists in the development and coordination of worldwide technical 

standards.  The ITU is also active in the areas of broadband Internet, 

latest-generation wireless technologies, aeronautical and maritime 

navigation, radio astronomy, satellite-based meteorology, convergence 

in fixed-mobile phone, Internet access, data, voice, TV broadcasting, 

and next-generation networks.
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ITU Regions

- Canada is in ITU Region 2.

- If in territorial waters or airspace of another country, use that country’s radio regulations.

- Most countries recognize 12 Nautical Mile territorial seas. 

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU), in its 

International Radio Regulations, divides the world into three ITU 

regions for the purposes of managing the global radio spectrum.  Each 

region has its own set of frequency allocations, the main reason for 

defining the regions.

Boundaries

•Region 1 comprises Europe, Africa, the former Soviet Union, Mongolia, 

and the Middle East west of the Persian Gulf, including Iraq.

•Region 2 covers the Americas including Greenland, and some of the 

eastern Pacific Islands.

•Region 3 contains most of non-Former Soviet Union Asia east of and 

including Iran, and most of Oceania.

Radio communications worldwide are regulated cooperatively by the ITU, the 
International Telecommunications Union, a branch of the United Nations. All 
sovereign countries have the

right to be represented there and to have their opinion considered when new 
regulations or changes are being considered. Canada is represented on most 
working committees. A subset of



a region is the countries within a region. So if one is operating outside of Canada one 
must follow not only the ITU regulations but those of the country you are visiting.

From RBR-4:

7.1 An amateur station that is operating on board a ship in international waters 

or on board an aircraft in international airspace may operate on any frequency 

within the frequency bands and corresponding bandwidths set out 

in Schedule I, II or III, as the case may be and subject to the requirements for 

operator qualifications. I.E.: An amateur station in international waters or airspace 

must follow the frequency plans as laid down by the ITU for the ITU Region they are 

in.

If in another country or that country’s waters or airspace – you must use the frequency 

plan laid down for that country PROVIDED you have permission to operate there.
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Radio Regulation in Canada

• Radiocommunication Act gives Minister of 

Industry the authority to implement these 

international regulations, modified as necessary 

for Canadian requirements.

• Innovation, Science and Economic 

Development (ISED) Canada is responsible for 

administering the Radiocommunication Act.

• ISED still often called Industry Canada (IC).
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The Radiocommunication Act is an Act of 

Parliament respecting radiocommunication in Canada. It was enacted in 

1985.

The Radiocommunication Act is administered by the Government of 

Canada's Innovation, Science and Economic Development 

Canada department.  It governs the licensing and regulation of radio 

equipment and the technical certification of radio communications 

equipment.

The Radiocommunication Act is the authority that allows ISED to draft 

documents that govern how radio is used in Canada.
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ISED / Industry Canada

• ISED makes regulations that directly affect 

Amateur Radio.

• Responsible on a day-to-day basis for:

– Operator testing;

– Issuing callsigns;

– Responding to interference complaints; and

– Any and all operational issues.

Al Penney

VO1NO

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED; 

legally, the Department of Industry; is the department of 

the Government of Canada with a mandate of fostering a growing, 

competitive, and knowledge-based Canadian economy. ISED 

specifically supports Canadian innovation efforts, trade and investment, 

enterprise growth, and customized economic development in Canadian 

communities.

ISED has three core responsibilities.  These responsibilities are to 

oversee Canadian companies, investment and growth; people, skills 

and communities; and science, technology, research and 

commercialization. It addresses these responsibilities by doing work in 

four areas.  These areas are research and development; economic 

development; market integrity, regulation, and competition; and internal 

services. This work is done by distributing grants and contributions, 

providing programs and services, managing federal activities, and 

overseeing relevant regulation and legislation.
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Amateur Radio

• Amateur Radio Service is defined in the 

Canadian Radiocommunication Regulations.

• Individuals without pecuniary interest for:
– Self-training;

– Intercommunication; and

– Technical investigation.

• Amateurs do not have access to the rule-making 

process however.

• All conflicts and concerns are resolved through 

recognized third parties.
Al Penney
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From ISED Website:  The "amateur radio service" is a 

radiocommunication service in which radio apparatus are used for the 

purpose of self-training, intercommunication or technical investigation 

by individuals who are interested in radio technique solely with a 

personal aim and without pecuniary interest.
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Amateur radio call signs are allocated to amateur radio operators 

around the world.  The call signs are used to legally identify the station 

or operator, with some countries requiring the station call sign to always 

be used and others allowing the operator call sign instead.

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) allocates call 

sign prefixes for radio and television stations of all types.  Since 1927 

these have been used to uniquely identify operators and locate amateur 

stations within a geographical region or country of the world.  Call signs 

meant for amateur radio follow the ITU's Article 19, specifically 19.68 

and 19.69.

Prefixes are assigned internationally, and a separating numeral plus 

suffix are added by a national body to produce this unique identifier.  

These prefixes are agreed upon internationally, and are a form 

of country code.  Each country must only assign call signs to its 

nationals or operators under its jurisdiction that begin with the 

characters allocated for use in that country or its territories.
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CEPT Permits

Temporarily Operating Canadian Amateur Stations in Other Countries

Pending updates, Radio Amateurs of Canada continues, under delegated 
authority from Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
(formerly Industry Canada), to issue CEPT and IARP permits to Canadian 
Amateurs wishing to operate while traveling abroad. Please refer to Section 8 
of Radiocommunication Information Circular (RIC-3) for details on which 
permit, if any, applies or is required.

Section 8 of Radiocommunication Information Circular-RIC-3

For travel to countries other than the USA and its territories and which are not 
signatories to either the CEPT or IARP recommendations, Canadian Amateurs 
should contact the administration of the foreign country directly for 
authorization. Information and application can often be carried out by email 
or web form.

https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/sf01008.html#s8.2
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http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Get%20on%20the%20Air/Comm%20w%20Othe

r%20Hams-Q%20Signals.pdf
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